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WANGARATTA paediatric 
surgeon Professor Paddy Dewan 
is celebrating what he says is one 
of his most rewarding trips to date 
with Kind Cuts for Kids.

Fresh from his 100th trip in to-
tal with the organisation he helped 
establish, Professor Dewan has re-
cently returned home from South 
Africa, where he not only trained 
African surgeons, but helped to 
save the life of a 13-year-old girl.

Professor Dewan said Sadiya 
Mia was at high risk of going into 
renal failure because of her high 
pressure bladder.

He said fortunately, he and oth-

er surgeons were able to perform 
an operation.

“Using techniques that I de-
veloped while I worked at the 
Adelaide Children’s Hospital … 
both kidneys (were) able to be 
preserved with minimal surgery 
and a scar that is not disfiguring,” 
he said.

“Without the operation, she 
would have inevitably gone into 
renal failure.”

Professor Dewan said the girl now 
wants to go on and become a doctor, 
in particular a paediatric surgeon.

He said it was small rewards like 
this one that made his volunteer 
work so worthwhile.

The girl’s operation was filmed, 

to educate African paediatric sur-
geons.

“The techniques have not been 
used in Africa before and will form 
part of a video presentation at the 
next meeting of South African 
urologists, so there is further take 
up of what is a revolutionary tech-
nique,” Professor Dewan said.

“There are 30 million children 
in Ethiopia, but only four paediat-
ric surgeons, so we are making a 
big difference in the lives of many.”

To help continue the good work, 
Kind Cuts for Kids is holding a fun-
draising event at the Australian Club, 
Melbourne, on Saturday, June 29.

For more details or bookings, 
visit www.kindcutsforkids.net.

Come enjoy the circus
CIRCUS Olympia’s troupe of trapeze artists, clowns 

and talented animals will perform at Batchelor’s Green 
from 7.30pm tonight.

The circus also has shows tomorrow and on Sunday 
before the troupe hit the road and head for Albury.

Thoroughly modern musical
STUDENTS from Cathedral College will present an all 

singing, all dancing performance of the stage musical 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie Jnr”, at the Wangaratta 
Performing Arts Centre tonight.

Set in New York City in the early 1920s, the show 
features dashing leading men and stylish flappers doing 
the Charleston and strutting their stuff, in a vibrant and 
entertaining family show.

Tickets for “Thoroughly Modern Millie Jnr” are available 
from box office or by calling 5722 8105.

Pasta classes
LEARN to make and knead your own pasta dough, as 

part of a cooking class with Adam Pizzini at Rinaldo’s 
Casa Cucina tomorrow afternoon.

The hands-on class will teach participants how to turn 
silky dough into a variety of pasta, as well as a range of 
fillings and sauces, with information available at www.
rinaldos.com.au or by calling 5721 8800.

Rock legends live
CATCH legendary rock band “The Angels” perform live 

as part of their “Take It To The Streets” greatest hits tour, 
at the Wangaratta Performing Arts Centre tomorrow night.

Featuring co-founding guitarists Rick and John 
Brewster and lead singer Dave Gleeson, the band 
will perform at 8pm with tickets available from the box 
office.  

Ostinato in concert
COMMUNITY choir Ostinato will help audience 

members shake off their winter blues, with an uplifting 
family concert being held at the Wangaratta Performing 
Arts Centre on Sunday.

Presenting a diverse program of popular songs 
including moving lullabies and an ABBA medley, Ostinato 
will perform at 2.30pm, with tickets available from the box 
office or Edgars Newsagency.

Romantic comedy
HOTHOUSE Theatre presents a performance of “The 

Bull, The Moon, And The Coronet Of Stars” at The Butter 
Factory Theatre in Wodonga tonight and tomorrow.

Directed by Lee Lewis and described as “a whimsical 
and humorous love story of mythic proportions”, tickets 
for all sessions are available by calling (02) 6021 7433. 

Student art exhibition
SEE an exhibition of art by students who have learnt 

their skills at Pangerang Community House, at the 
Wangaratta Library this weekend.

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of student art, and 
including art from the beginners’ drawing class, the 
exhibition will be on display during library opening hours 
until June 28.

Collaborative exhibition
AN exhibition of evocative prints reinterpreting the sad 

myth of the unicorn and Noah’s Ark, is now on display at 
the Benalla Art Gallery.

The exhibition is the result of a collaboration between 
the London based, Australian poet Peter Porter and Arthur 
Boyd, in which Boyd’s talent for illustration and proficiency 
in etching are displayed.

The exhibition “The Lady and the Unicorn” will be on 
show in the Simpson Gallery until July 28.

What’s on this weekend
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KIND CUT: South African teenager Sadiyah Mia with Professor Paddy Dewan 
before the surgery. 

Life saving trip to Africa


